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Figure 1. HISTORIC RANGE OF FISHER (MARTES PENNANTI)  IN CALIFORNIA
              FROM 1862 - 1937, BASED ON GRINNELL ET AL. 1937

From Fig 75. Grinnell et al. 1937: Assumed 
general range within past seventy-five years.
Grinnell, J.,  J.S. Dixon, and L. M. Linsdale.  1937.   
Fur-bearing mammals of California.  Vol.1. 
UC Press, Berkeley. 
Generalized Vegetation Cover

Conifer Forest
Woodland
Grassland
Desert
Sagebrush Shrubland
Chaparral Shrubland
Barren or Exposed Rock
Urban or Agriculture

California Gap Analysis Project: Land-cover for California
University of California, Santa Barbara (1998)

Grinnell et al. 1937 Range

0 25 50 75
Miles

0 40 80 120Kilometers



Figure  2.  COMPARISON OF GRINNELL ET AL. 1937 FISHER RANGE MAP WITH 
                CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE HABITAT RELATIONSHIPS RANGE
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Figure 3.  FISHER OCCURRENCES GROUPED BY DATE PERIODS
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Fisher Range - CDFG California Wildlife Habitat 
Relationships (CWHR). 
Occurrence data  sources:
Pacific Lumber Company 2000-2004;
Timber Products Company, Stuart Farber 2005-2008;
USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Research Station,
W. J. Zielinski, and R. L. Truex 1996-2005, K. M. Slauson 2006;
CDFG California Natural Diversity Database April 2008; 
CDFG Fisher Observations Database 1995; and
CDFG Mammal Species of Special Concern museum records. 

Occurrence By Date
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!( 1925 - 1946
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Figure  4.  DISTRIBUTION OF FISHERS ON PUBLIC LAND IN CALIFORNIA, 1996-2005
                Based on track-plate and camera surveys conducted on federal lands
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Fisher detection locations provided by William J. Zielinski, 
USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Research Station; 
and Richard L. Truex, USDA Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Region.
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Figure  5.  AREAS IN CALIFORNIA WHERE FISHER ARE NOW RARE OR ABSENT, 
                TOTALLING APPROXIMATELY 43% OF HISTORIC RANGE
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Figure 6.  LAND OWNERSHIP WITHIN FISHER (MARTES PENNANTI) RANGE
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Public, Conservation and Trust Lands 2005, * Other state 
land includes, CA State Lands Commission and CA State 
Academic Institution.  
Fisher Range - CDFG California Wildlife 
Habitat Relationships (CWHR). 
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Figure  7.   RANGE OF FISHER IN RELATION TO YOSEMITE AND KINGS CANYON 
SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARKS, 1996 - 2005,  based on track-plate and camera 
surveys conducted on federal lands, (see also Figure 4).
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Figure 8.   CALIFORNIA ROADWAYS IN FISHER RANGE  
                (includes U.S. Highways, Interstates, major and minor roads).

Fisher Range - CDFG California Wildlife 
Habitat Relationships (CWHR). 
*may include paved and unpaved roads.
Road data: ©2005 Tana, Inc.
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Figure  9.  Radio-collared female fisher at a rest site on Hoopa Tribal land; the rest tree is a black oak 
(Quercus kelloggii). Photo by: Rebecca Green



Figure 10.   Natal den site for fisher on Hoopa Tribal land; the den tree is a tan oak (Lithocarpus
densiflora), and the diameter of the cavity measured 7.5 cm horizontal x 6.5 cm vertical.

Photos by: Mark Higley



  
Figure 10a.  Known historic fisher trapping data, California (from Lewis and Zielinski 
(1996). 
 



Figure 11.  Perimeters of wildfires from the period of 1950 to 2006 sourced from USDA 
Forest Service data (perimeters ≥10 acres) and CAL FIRE data (perimeters ≥300 acres).           
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CDF, USFS, BLM, & NPS. Data compiled by CDF / FRAP; 
reformatted by the Region 5 Fire GIS Lab to FS standard.
Date and time: April 27, 2007
CDFG California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR). 
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Figure 12.  Number of trapping licenses reported sold in California, 1979- 2006. 
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